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N an interview in late 1909, George J. Planz of Security Trust said 

a new bank would go up on the busiest intersection in town -- at 

1800 Chester. The plans had been drawn by Frederick Herman 

Meyer who designed the $1,100,000 Humboldt Bank Building in San 

Francisco, but the Bakersfield bank would go up for $25,000.1 Nearby, 

across 18th Street,  C.J. Lindgren Company  was building Redlick’s 

new department store, and Lindgren also had the contract for the bank 

job. 2   

The new bank’s fine-grained, decorative marble came from Parry Brothers Quarry 

near Manti, Utah, and the granite from quarries at Raymond, California.3 In late 

1910, when work on the marble interior was well underway, Lindgren received  steel 

for the basement vault.4 Days later, President Planz and architect Meyer  

                                    
1 Photos were published in the Aug 1911 issue of "Architect and Engineer". Frederick 

Herman Meyer, FAIA , 1876-1961. (Research from architectural historian John 

Edward Powell). Morning Echo, Dec 16, 1909, May 2, 1920 
2 Security Trust Company incorporated Oct 7, 1910 evolved from the Bakersfield 

Security Company founded Jul 1, 1904. Bakersfield Morning Echo, Mar 5, 1911 
3 “Progress on Courthouse,” Morning Echo, Oct 9, 1910. Raymond Granite Quarry is 

near Raymond, Madera County, California. Columbia marble quarries are in 

Tuolumne County, California. 

http://quarriesandbeyond.org/states/ca/quarry_photo/ca-

madera_account_of_visit_raymond.html. The materials were handled in Bakersfield 

with with a crane and donkey-engine (steam-powered winch) mounted on a trolley. 
4 Morning Echo, Nov 29, 1910. John Hermann, born in Austria in 1857, started the 

the Hermann Safe Company in San Francisco in 1889. (Men Who Made San 
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Security Trust, 1800 Chester in 19105 

inspected and approved the vault’s doors, which weighed upwards of two tons apiece  

and were fitted with combination locks, double time-locks, and sixteen retractable 

lock-bolts.6 The massive doors were also designed to resist blasting. “To protect the 

vault from nitroglycerin, the doors have a double flange of rubber, which fit into a  

seal in the jambs. After the door is swung shut, a heavy screw, controlled by a wheel 

that looks like the steering apparatus on a yacht, turns a set of cams and forces the 

door into its place with a pressure rendering it air tight.”7  

1911 Lobby, right. A safe door, left,  installed in 1970s in Vincent’s Building.8 

                                                                                                        
Francisco, Brown & Power, San Francisco, California, 1912). The vault at 1800 

Chester Ave. was installed by F. Vockel. 
5 "Architect and Engineer," Aug 1911, research from  architectural historian John 

Edward Powell 
6 The safe was from Hermann Safe Company in San Francisco. 
7 Morning Echo, Dec 10, 1910. On Apr 14, 2014, Sam Abed told Gilbert Gia that the 

vault doors were missing.  
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A few weeks before opening day Security Trust announced that Mr. W.V. Matlack -- 

who was the assistant cashier at Bank of Bakersfield, mayor of Bakersfield, and 

president of the Bakersfield City Board of trustees – had been named head cashier. 

Wrote the Morning Echo, “He is one of the city’s safe, conservative and thoroughly 

trusted business men and has a very extensive acquaintance in the city and 

county.”9 

Security Trust opened with a capital stock of $300,900, which was considerable for a 

city the size of Bakersfield. Serving on its board were C.A. Barlow, D.L. Brown, W.W. 

Colm, A.S. Crites, W.W. Frazier, J.W. Beard, Dave Hirshfeld, W.A. Howell, J.A. 

Hughes, J.M. Jameson, Christian Mattly, H.R. Peacock, G.J. Planz, L.P. St Clair, and 

F.W. Warthorst. These men were merchants, bankers, oil men, and farmers, and 

according to the Morning Echo were about as “representative a body of citizens” as 

could be brought together.10 The bank was a very local endeavor. The board drew no 

salary, and Head Cashier Matlack received only reimbursement for expenses. Nearly 

all loans were made to local people and for the most part were loans that other 

banks were unwilling to handle. All 170 stockholders were residents of Kern County, 

or had once lived here.11 

Pocket Safe ad, Morning Echo, Nov 25, 1911 

In winter 1911 Security Trust and the Bakersfield Morning Echo partnered in a 

promotion to attract new bank customers. The pull was fifty-cent checks and nickel-

plated toy banks, called pocket safes. On the first day more than one hundred 

children,  with parents,  crowded the Echo’s business office, and although the fifty-

cent checks were worthless unless deposited into a new savings account at Security, 

the toy banks were given away free, deposit or no. The Echo wrote, “Some had 

already anticipated depositing and had saved quite a little sum to which they added 

the 50 cents given them. Little Rosalie Jacoby, daughter of A. Jacoby of the 

Bakersfield-Los Angeles real estate company, was one of the first depositors on 

                                                                                                        
8 See Vincent Clerou's Building Across from the Padre Hotel, 1910-96 

www.gilbertgia.com. 
9 Morning Echo, Dec 15, 1910. Head Cashier meant the person responsible for the 

bank’s day-to-day operations. 
10 Morning Echo, Mar 5, 1911 
11 Ibid. 
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Monday, and she had to be lifted up to the marble counter of the bank to hand over 

her savings to the smiling assistant cashier.”12 

Days later the Echo wrote, “On November 24 it seemed as if all the men in 

Bakersfield showed up because they had not been permitted to apply for the check 

and a toy saving bank on Lady’s Day.13 Long lines of beginners in the realms of 

finance awaited their turn, “but here were also women and children and men old and 

grey, who had never seen the inside of a bank, who chatted gaily with each other, 

laughed at each other’s jokes and were frankly curious about each other’s history. 

Would there be enough of the checks and toy banks to go around? Yes, there were. 

The Echo had offered them to every man, woman, and child who came to the office 

and declared the wish to save money. When the check with two dollars or more is 

presented at the Security Trust Company, a savings account will be started and the 

50-cent check added to the amount deposited.”14 

In the second week of December, 122 toy banks remained of the original 1,000 

ordered. The Echo: “On Saturday the Echo’s office swarmed with men, women, boys 

and girls seeking the banks and checks. Some people are asleep when opportunity 

knocks at their doors and they never hear them, unless they hear his retreating 

footsteps when it is too late. Some people may be dragged by the hair of their heads 

around their rooms and not wake up. Some are awake and ready to seize 

opportunity the minute he appears. Opportunity is standing at the Echo office with 

both hands filled with banks and checks just for the asking. Are you going to pass 

him up?”15  

When 67 banks remained, the Echo cajoled, “In five, in ten, in twenty years, there 

will be a lot of people who will look back to November, 1911, and say: ‘It was then I 

got my start by taking a check for 50 cents and a little savings bank and starting to 

lay aside a certain amount each week. I owe to The Morning Echo my real start in 

life, for it was The Echo who gave me the bank and check.’”16 

Security Trust prospered, and spring 1912 when Kern Valley Bank diagonally across 

the street -- at the southwest corner of 20th and Chester-- went into receivership, 

Security Trust bought its assets at 40 cents on the dollar.17 In 1913 Security Trust 

moved into the Kern Valley Bank building but left the trust and estate services 

                                    
12 Morning Echo, Nov 22, 1911 
13 Lady’s Day was the previous day when men were not allowed to get checks or toy 

banks. 
14 Morning Echo, Nov 24, 1911 
15 Morning Echo, Dec 10, 1911 
16 Morning Echo, Nov 25, 1911 
17 The address was 1731 Chester Avenue. Kern Valley Bank, the first bank in Kern 

County,  occupied this site in a wood building in 1874. In 1889 it was replaced by a 

brick building, but it was destroyed  the great fire of the same year. The bank was 

again rebuilt. Lynn Hay Rudy, Old Bakersfield: Sites and Landmarks, 1875-1915. 

Jenner, California, 2000, p 13. Morning Echo, May 12, 1911, Lynn Hay Rudy private 

database. Morning Echo, Apr 3, Dec 28, 1912. Feb 16, 1913 
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departments at 1800 Chester.18 Over the next five years Security outgrew both 

buildings. In June 1918, it opened a branch at Taft and about the same time started 

work on a new Security Trust building at 1931 Chester, which is on the southwest 

corner of 20th and Chester.19  

New Security Trust Building at 20th and Chester in 1919. The Euclid Hotel sign on 

Eye Street appears behind the bank.20 

 

The new bank was constructed by Currie & Dulgar of Bakersfield after the plans of 

Frederick Herman Meyer, the same architect who designed the 1800 Chester Avenue 

bank building in 1910.21 On the evening of April 5, 1919, thousands attended the 

formal opening. Noted the Californian, “The architecture and the interior decoration 

looked remarkably attractive at night. In every detail it signifies the last word in 

banking architecture and is arranged in a manner that will assure efficiently to both 

patrons and empolyees.” 22 Meanwhile, Security leased its 1800 Chester Avenue 

building to four transportation companies.23 

                                    
18 Kern Valley Bank when built in 1902 occupied all of its 40 ft-wide by 132 ft-deep 

lot facing Chester Ave. Daily Californian, Mar 5, 1902. Morning Echo,  Mar 4, 1914. 

Bakersfield Californian, Oct 2, 1917. Morning Echo, Apr 6, 1919 
19 The Bank of Bakersfield, built on this corner in 1902, was razed to make way for 

Security Trust’s new building. Daily Californian, Mar 5, 1902 
20 Morning Echo, May 2, 1920 
21 Morning Echo, Apr 6, 1919 
22 On the board of directors were President Louis V. Olcese, Vice President H. R. 

Peacock, Arthur S. Crites, Dwight L. Clark, J.A. Hughes, O.R. Kamprath, Curtis Wible, 

Samuel M. Crim, C.A. Barlow, H.J. Brandt, W.W. Colm, John Enas, W.W. Frazier, 

Alfred Harrell, George Hay, J.W. Beard, W.A. Howell, J.A. Hughes, R.H. Hussey, J.M. 

Jameson, H.A. Jastro, Christian Mattley, T.E. Sullivan, F.W. Warthorst, and J.W. 

Wiley. Many of there were on the board in 1910. Echo, Apr 6, 1919 
23 The bus services did not occupy 1800 Chester until remodeling started on the 

Southern Hotel.  
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Eleven years later, the bank at 1931 Chester was razed, and the name Security Trust 

disappeared. Events leading up to that are as follows. In 1921 Amadeo Pietro 

Giannini’s Bank of Italy entered Bakersfield’s financial market and bought both the 

Ardizzi-Olcese Bank in East Bakersfield and the First National Bank of Bakersfield on 

19th,24 and in the later 1920s, Giannini acquired other local banks across California. 

On March 7, 1927, Bank of Italy-- then 101 branches strong and the largest banking 

system in California -- consolidated with newly-formed Liberty Bank of America, 

which had 175 branches. The result was the Bank of Italy National Trust & Savings 

Association with capital resources of $30,000,000.25 In fall 1927 the French-

American Corporation, a new instrument of the Giannini bank, bought Security Trust 

at 20th and Chester and formed the Security Bank & Trust Company with 

headquarters at Bakersfield.26 In fall 1928 Bank of Italy absorbed other  California 

banks, and that culminated in creation of Bank of America of California.27  

 

 

 

In 1929, Bank of America bought property next to Security Trust Bank, razed most 

of that building, and built a new two-story bank on the expanded corner. On May 8, 

                                    
24 Bakersfield Californian, Aug 26, 1921, Apr 27, 1928. First National Bank of 

Bakersfield and Producers National Bank of Bakersfield consolidated in 1919. 

(Morning Echo, Jun 30, 1919) 
25 www.wikipedia.org/  
26 Marquis James and Bessie Rowland James, Biography of a bank: the story of Bank 

of America N.T. and S.A., Greenwood Press. Westport, Connecticut, 1971. Morning 

Echo Jan 26, 1928, Jan 7, 1929. “Bakersfield Security and French-American to Be in 

Gigantic Deal,” Jan 20, 1928, Bakersfield Californian 
27 Bakersfield Californian, Feb 20, 1929 
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1930 Bank of America opened at 1931 Chester and more elaborately than its 

predecessor.28 

 

The bus/stage transportation services that leased 1800 Chester Avenue stayed  

about ten years. In 1919 the Morning Echo wrote, “The stage line office will have 

[sic] entrance on the 18th street side and cars will park there. Plans of the stage 

companies call for a fine depot which will not only be appreciated by the traveling 

public but will give the stages a central depot.” 29 In 1926 the ticket-office’s waiting 

room had a soda fountain and bag-check services for travelers, shoppers and 

theater-goers.30  The following year the front of the building was occupied by a  

mining company and real estate office. In 1928 the stage companies moved to the 

George Karl Haberfelde Building, and First National Bank moved into 1800 Chester.31 

In 1934 Anglo California National Bank assumed the assets of First National Bank, 

established there,32 improved the interior, and installed modern alarms systems for 

the basement and teller windows.33  

 

Rationing board at 1800 Chester Avenue in 194234 

 

From early 1939 through summer 1941, 1800 Chester Avenue might have housed a 

drug store or soda fountain, or perhaps it stood empty.35 In June 1941 the city 

                                    
28 Ibid. Bakersfield Californian, May 29, Oct 3, 1929, March 27, 1930. In the year 

before the new bank opened, Bank of America did business out of the old post office. 
29 Morning Echo, Apr 6, 1919 
30 Morning Echo, Jul 26, 1926. The California Theater on Chester was close-by in the 

same block. 
31 Bakersfield Californian, Nov 26, 1928 
32 Bakersfield Californian Mar 16, 1935, Mar 18, 1936, Jun 28, 1938. Anglo owned 

the bank building diagonally across the street. In 1939 it razed it and built a new 

one. 
33 Bakersfield Californian Mar 18, 1936 
34 Bakersfield Californian, Jun 4, 1942 
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discussed using it as a recreation center for military men on leave, but that idea did 

not materialize.36 After declaration of war, the building was offered rent-free to the 

city for use as a rationing board, and City Manager Claude Peavey studied the costs 

of refurbishing it.37 In June 1942, dozens of women crowded the building for sugar 

ration stamps,38 and later that month 30 female volunteers staffed it for the Kern 

County and Bakersfield Civilian Defense Councils.39 In October 1800 Chester became 

the Information and Consumer Center for the Office of Civilian Defense.40  

Sometime in 1943, Anglo Californa National Bank sold it to Charles Webster, and he 

offered to rent it to the city for the amount of  taxes plus five percent assessed 

valuation. Until then the city had been paying Anglo Bank a dollar a year in rent.41 

The next change came because the Southern Hotel at 19th and Chester was 

scheduled to be razed to make way for a JC Penney building, and that meant the 

French Cafe at the Southern Hotel had to find a new home. In fall 1947 the city 

issued a $25,000 permit to Sam Heller for “extensive exterior alterations” to 1800 

Chester, and weeks later, in September, the French Cafe occupied the building. 42 

The steel eyebrow-supports and exterior stucco that hid the facade for the next six-

plus decades were installed during that remodel. French Cafe stayed until about 

1951. 

French Cafe matchbook, 1948-1951 

On April 10, 1952, Salad Bowl Restaurants, which already had two Bakersfield 

locations, opened its third Salad Bowl Restaurant at 1800 Chester and remained 

                                                                                                        
35 Bakersfield architect David Cross said that in the late 1930s, or early 1940s, 1800 

Chester was an old-fashioned drug store with a soda fountain. Bakersfield 

Californian, Apr 11, 2014 
36 Bakersfield Californian, Jun 14,1941 
37 Bakersfield Californian, May 5, 1942 
38 Bakersfield Californian, Jun 4, 1942 
39 Bakersfield Californian, Jul 13, 1942 
40 Bakersfield Californian, Oct 29, 1942 
41 Bakersfield Californian, Jun 24, 1943 
42 Bakersfield Californian, Sep 17, 1947. By this date Sill Corporation owned the 

building. Bakersfield Californian Sep 9, 1947. Back in 1910 the French Cafe, “one of 

the finest dining rooms in the city,” was in the Niederaur Building on K Street 

between 19th and 20th. Morning Echo, Aug 4, 1910  



www.gilbertgia.com Page 9 
 

there until 1958.43 In October 1958, Ken Brown and Fran Howard opened Cindy’s 

Restaurant with seating for 140 diners , which included the Sequoia banquet room.44  

Cindy’s Restaurant was up for sale in June 1960.45 

 

 

 

 

 

Salad Bowl at left, Tiny’s at right. C. 1954 

University of California Calisphere Collection 

 

Stucco detail with remanants of shingles, above, April 2014 (Gilbert Gia) 

 

                                    
43 The matchbook image shows that the Salad Bowl kept the French Cafe’s telephone 

number, 2-5309. Bakersfield Californian, Aug 29, 1952, Apr 17, 1961. In 1952 Salad 

Bowl Restaurants were also at 1219 Golden State Highway and 30 Union Avenue. 

About 1960, Salad Bowl built a banquet building at the SE corner of F and 30th, now 

a bowling alley. 
44 Bakersfield Californian, Oct 9, 1958 
45 Bakersfield Californian, Jun 24, 1960. See Californian ad Nov 20, 1958 
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August 11, 1972 

From 1934 to 1961 Tiny’s 24-hour cafe was in the old Redlick Department Store, but 

in 1961 Redlick’s was about to be demolished to make way for a new Bakersfield 

Savings and Loan. Ward Clark and Bruce Breckenridge, owners of Tiny’s, signed a 

lease with Harry and Manuel Rubin – who then owned 1800 Chester Avenue -- made 

several inside and outside changes and in January 1962 opened new Tiny’s across 

the street. In August 1973 the business was closed by fire. 46  Start here 

In summer 1974 Jim Morris and Rubin brothers installed a beamed ceiling, loft eating 

area, center fireplace, period lighting and English-style furnishings. “Also included in 

the cuisine will be a brick-type floor near the entrance and lush carpeting in the 

restaurant itself, with cedar paneling throughout,” said the Californian. That fall, 

Morris opened the Six Pence and Rye Village Inn. 47 The exterior, shingled motif was 

probably added at that time, but the remodel  did not help business much. 

1800 Chester, January 2014 

In 1976 Ken (Michael) Farnsworth opened 1800 Chester as Michael’s Loft. Reporter 

Larry Press wrote, “This place is paradoxical, styled after Olde England but with a 

beat.”48 

                                    
46 Bakersfield Californian, Jan 20, 1962. Redlick’s left in 1932. 
47 Bakersfield Californian, Jun 20, Oct 6, 1974 
48 Bakersfield Californian, Nov 13, 1976 
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Bakersfield Californian, May 14, 1976 

Other restaurants followed, and the last was Tapas closed in 2002 following a fire. 

For the next 12 years the building stood empty. 49  

 

 

 

 

                                    
49 Bakersfield Californian, Jan 22, 1977, Apr 12, 2014 
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In April 2014 the new owner, Sam Abed, began the slow task of uncovering the 

building’s stucco-cocoon that had concealed the old bank since 1947. On the day the 

first few feet were exposed to daylight, architectural historian John Edward Powell 

wrote, “If the historic exterior facade continues to be largely intact to the corner, and 

if it is intact along the front elevation, there is little doubt in my mind that the 

structure qualifies for listing in the National Register, State Register, and even in the 

Local Register, if the commission here would undertake a local nomination utilizing 

its own city support staff -- as is regularly done in Fresno. Once listed in the Local 

Register, the building would automatically be added to the State Register, which was 

the procedure in recent years. Benefits, exclusions, some tax considerations, and the 

State Historic Building Code would apply if it is listed. There's never any lack of 

demolition funds in this community, but it shouldn't take an act of Congress to 

redirect demolition funds to benefit the historic rehabilitation of such a significant 

building.”50 
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50 Apr 14, 2014 email to Gilbert Gia 


